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“We’ve Come This Far by Faith!”—1868-2019 

5/4 VA Baptist Wom-

en’s Chorale Con-

5/6 Deacon Led Train-

5/12 Parent/Child Dedi-

cation  

5/152 Pancake Breakfast 

5/15 Lunch A Month 

Bunch 

5/18  Faith Night at the 

Diamond 

5/19 Blessing of the Ani-

mals 

5/28 Deacons Meeting 

The Best of GABC,  Notes from Dr. Fallen 

 April has been full of activity, and I am grateful for some of the 

ways I have seen Church at its best. Here are just a few examples… 

Easter Egg Hunt – We had a wonderful group of children and par-

ents with us for our annual Easter egg hunt. Thanks to our Recrea-

tion Committee and other volunteers who didn’t let a little rain get in 

the way of this outreach and fellowship opportunity! 

Palm Sunday Choir Cantata – One voice nor one choir practice make for a 

successful choir program, but all the voices together and the countless 

hours of practice made Palm Sunday a rich worship experience. Thanks to 

all parts of our music ministry for sharing with us the joyous sounds of the 

Easter story. 

Maundy Thursday Passover Seder – If you were not present for our 

Maundy Thursday evening, you missed an incredible evening of worship 

and great food! Many thanks to everyone who made that evening so spe-

cial. From the planners to the decorators to the cooks to the disciples, eve-

ryone stepped up to help us prepare for Easter. 

Preschool Egg Hunt and Art Show – On a day-to-day basis, not everyone 

gets to see all the hard work that goes into our preschool ministry. On April 

18, our preschool families gathered for an egg hunt and to see their chil-

dren’s art work. The building was filled with sweet laughter and joy. 

House Cleaning – Vacuuming floors and scrubbing toilets are not always 

the jobs everyone begs to do, but GABC folks readily jumped at those tasks 

when our regular custodial worker was out for a family medical emergency. 

 

When I think about the above events and how many different people were 

involved in so many aspects of church life, I am even more grateful that I get 

to share this ministry with you. Church happens at its best when all of us lend 

our gifts and work together not simply to maintain an institution but to share 

the story of God at work. Let us keep that communal spirit alive as we walk 

into the future together! 

                    Melissa Fallen 

Preaching Schedule for May 2019 
5/5 From Mourning to  

Dancing 

Psalm 30 God always desires to turn our grief into joy. 

5/12 Hold Fast Hebrews 10:19-25 The work of raising children and building up one 

another is the responsibility of the whole church. 

5/19 Back To The Old John 21:1-3 Dr. B.J. Crowder preaching 

5/26 Never Abandoned John 14:23-29 The promise of the Holy Spirit assures us we will 

never be abandoned. 
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Welcome New Members: 

Pat Clements             Susan Kulis — 

Joined us on 3/20/19        Joined us on 4/5/19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
“Thanks so much for the wonderful lunch and gift card. I know it will be used wisely.” – Carol Slaven 
 

 

Summer Study Opportunities 

Wednesday Pastor's Bible Study 

Join us on Wednesdays throughout the summer for a Bible study with the pastor at 1:00 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. This study will begin on May 1 and run through July 31. You are also invited to bring a bag 
lunch and join Dr. Fallen at 12:30 in the Fellowship Hall for lunch. Sign up is not required. You can drop 
in at any time but keep an eye on the bulletin as a couple of Wednesdays we will not meet because of 
scheduling conflicts. 

Summer Online Book Study 

We know the summer months can get crazy with travel schedules and a change of pace. In an effort to 
stay connected as a church family, you are invited to join us for a book study online beginning June 2. 
Please sign up with Dr. Fallen before June so we can give you access to the web page for dialogue with 
your church family. We will study the book, The Good and Beautiful Community by James Bryan Smith. 
You may pick up a copy at any point and we will read a chapter a week and discuss on a discussion board. 
Access to the web and a commitment to the study group are all that's required! 

 

Movie night to be rescheduled 
The youth were scheduled to go out to the Goochland Drive in on April 19th, but other plans were in 
store for us as this was the day that we had plenty of rain, storms, and tornado warnings.  We will look 
at rescheduling this event in the near future.  Stay tuned!   

YOUTH NEWS 

Faith Night at the Diamond 
May 18th is Faith Night at the Diamond.  This is always a youth event, but like last year, we would like to 
open this up to anyone in the church who would like to attend.  The cost is $10 per person and we will have 
the chance to enjoy Christian Music, Christian Dance, and Christian testimonials from the players them-
selves before the game.  We will meet at church at approximately 4:30 PM that day and the game begins at 
6:00 PM.   As always, chaperones are needed!   Please let B.J. know if you would like to sign up by April 
28th! 

 

Graduation/Youth Sunday 
It's hard to believe it, but Graduation/Youth Sunday is coming up quick.  We will recognize all of our gradu-
ates on Sunday, June 9, 2019.  If you are the parent of a graduating senior or if you are the parent of a gradu-
ating college graduate, please contact B.J. at (804) 426-2382 or e-mail at wjcrowderjr.gabc@gmail.com.  
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Lunch A Month Bunch 
The luncheon for all ladies in GABC will be at the Olive Garden (Broad & Glenside) Tuesday 
May 15 at 1:00 pm. If you have questions call Chris Rogers (262-0485) home/cell (339-3719) 
or Joyce Hall (266-1921). Remember all are welcome and please give Chris suggestions of 
other places you would like to have lunch. We need easy access and not too far away. 

May Missionary Moment 

 Tom Ball and Eric Mawyer would like to thank our GABC family for their love and support that 
has been shown for the Kairos Prison Ministry in the form of cookies, cards, posters, money, and 
prayer.  Tom and Eric are members of a twenty-three man team that left the evening of April 24th 
to serve the men incarcerated at Greensville Regional Correctional Facility in Jarratt, VA.   Forty-
two GRCC residents are slated to attend this program from April 25th-April 28th.   

 The Kairos Inside program brings positive and negative leaders together, in both male and fe-
male institutions, for a 3 ½ day Weekend led by same gender Kairos volunteers.  The Weekend is 
based on a series of talks, discussions, chapel meditations, and creating a Christian communi-
ty.  For many participants, the Kairos Weekend creates the desire to become a Christian, and for 
others the desire to continue his/her spiritual growth.  The Kairos program concept is to build the 
Christian community inside the institution where the Kairos Community prays and fellowships 
together on a regular basis. These are called “Prayer-and-Share” Groups and meet weekly.   In ad-
dition, each month Kairos volunteers return for a “Reunion” of the entire Kairos community. The 
fact that we return again and again to each prison is what distinguishes Kairos from other prison 
ministries. Without our follow up support, the efforts of the 3 ½ day retreat would quickly be lost 
to the prison environment. 

 From a strict numbers perspective the Kairos Prison Ministry has helped to reduce the recidi-
vism rates by more than 50% for the participants in the Kairos program.  This translates not only 
into a significant reduction in tax dollars spent for people reentering the judicial system, but more 
importantly shows how men’s and women’s lives have been changed by God’s love.  Kairos of VA is 
currently serving in seventeen prison (14 men’s and 3 women’s).  Kairos Prison Ministry Interna-
tional (KPMI) currently serves in in over 400 men, women and youth correctional facilities located 
in thirty-seven U.S. states and nine countries.   The first “Kairos” Prison Ministry weekend was 
presented in 1979 in Florida. 

 Please pray for the continued work of Kairos Prison Ministry, and see Tom or Eric if you would 
like to learn more about the ministry or how you could become more involved. 

Sincerely,  
Tom Ball 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
Our second Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday afternoon, 5/19/19, at 3:00 pm, in the pa-
vilion.  (Rain date is June 2, 3:00 pm.)  All leashed furry friends, are welcome.  If your pets are uncom-
fortable in a large gathering, you may bring a picture of them, instead, to this brief ceremony.  

Virginia Baptist Women’s Chorale Concert 
The VA Baptist Women’s Chorale Concert is being held on Saturday, May 4, 6:00 pm at Beale Memori-
al Baptist Church in Tappahannock, VA. Sharon West and Janet Kessler are members of the Chorale. 
The music program is Praise, Prayer & Promise. Everyone is welcome to attend. 



May 2019 

Upcoming Events 

Deacon Led Training—May 6 

Parent/Child Dedication—May 12 

Pre-K Graduation—May 23 

Fish Fry—June 5 

Graduation Sunday—June 9 

Vacation Bible School—June 24-27 

Parent/Child Dedication 
Our parent/child dedication service will be on May 12. If you or a family member would like to participate, 
please contact the church office with the name(s) of the child(ren) and contact information for the parents. 
 

New CBF Coordinator Meet & Greet 
Dr. Paul Baxley, the newly elected Executive Coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, will be on tour 
in Virginia this month. You have an opportunity to meet him on Thursday, May 30, at a breakfast at Second 
Baptist Church. If you would like to attend, please contact Dr. Fallen for more details. 
 
Welcome Abby West! 
Abby West began her work as our Communications Intern on April 15. Abby is no 
stranger to GABC, and we are grateful for her willingness to share her graphics design 
gifts with us in an official capacity through August 1. We are grateful to the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Virginia and CBF Student.Church for their generous support of 
this internship.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

1:00 PM Bible Study 
7:00 PM Adult Choir 

2 

National Day of 

Prayer 

3 

Scout night 

with the Fly-

ing squirrels 

4 

Boy Scout coin 

collection merit 

badge program 

5 

9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

6 

6:00 PM Deacon Led 

Training 
7:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop 

795 -Scout Lodge 

7 8 

11:30 AM Elderberries 
1:00 PM Bible Study 

9 10 11 

12 

Mother’s Day 
Parent / Child Dedication 
8:30 AM Pancake Breakfast 
9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

13 

7:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop 

795 -Scout Lodge 

14 

Dover 1 day Semi-

nary 

15 

7:00 PM Adult Choir 

16 17 18 

4:30 PM Faith 

Night at the 

Diamond 

19 

9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
3:00 PM Blessing of the Ani-

20 

7:00 PM Boy Scout parents 

meeting in Chapel 
7:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop 

795 -Scout Lodge 

21 22 

1:00 PM Bible Study 

23 

Pre-K Graduation 

24 25 

26 

9:00 AM Refreshments 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

27 28 

7:00 PM Deacons 

Meeting 

29 

1:00 PM Bible Study 
7:00 PM Adult Choir 

30 31  


